COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY APRIL 12th 2016 AT 7.30pm
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)




E H Lewis (Vice)




Mrs C Roach 
H Maclehose 
T Cook
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 

Representative from Redrow –Jonathan Finch 
County Cllr R Thomas
PC Stuart Elson

Apologies:       
  Cllr W Bellin,
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  

· None
3. UPDATE FROM REDROW REPRESENTATIVE
The Chair welcomed Mr Jonathan Finch, the site manager from Redrow to the meeting.  
Mr Finch started his update by stating that he had had a query from a resident on the starting time for groundworks, he confirmed that it was 8am and that he had reminded his workers of that, he had also asked residents to continue to report to him any work starting before 8am. 

There was a question from Cllr Maclehose about the amount of mud and silt on the two drains below the development.  Mr Finch explained that he had actually put silt bags in a number of drains to prevent silt going down, so the amount on top was normal and would not cause any water blockages.  Cllr Maclehose went on to thank Mr Finch for putting the fence up around the school early. 

The Chair queried the stone that had been used for the entrance pillars which did not seem in keeping with the village.  Mr Finch explained that this had been chosen by the VoG planning department. 

Cllr Lewis asked if it might be possible for Redrow to put a surface on the footpath from Maes y Bryn to the first stile, in order to go somewhat to appease those that had been affected by the closed footpath through the site.  Mr Finch was happy to discuss this with Redrow. 

Mr Finch explained that next week the road surface and markings would be going down.   After a short discussion the Clerk was asked if she could contact the Highways department to see if they could renew the tarmac on the footpath at Maes y Bryn and repair the car park area surface. 

AP Clerk to contact VoG Highways 
Mr Finch suggested that he could get the bench in the Maes y Bryn Car Park repaired; this was agreed as an excellent suggestion. 

The Council were informed that the Show house opened on Sat 23rd April and obviously anyone was welcomed to come and look around. 

At this point Mr Finch wished to discuss the s106 Art monies and whether the Council wished Redrow to consider the monies to go towards something other than an art installation at the development.  The Chair explained that previously it had been discussed that these monies might somehow be used in the playground project being run by the Hall Committee.  However the Chair felt it was worth publicising to see if the villagers had any ideas on how the monies could be spent.

AP Chair to publicise in village magazine
The Chair went on to enquire on whether Redrow would be able to help provide an additional defibrillator for outside the village hall, again Mr Finch agreed he would look into this. 
As there were no further questions the Chair thanked Mr Finch for his input. 
4. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 

The Chair welcomed PC Stuart Elson to the meeting. 
PC Elson introduced himself as the community PC for this area.   He indicated that there were no crimes in March for Colwinston.  He wished to point out that it was unlikely that he would be spending a great deal of time in Colwinston due to the current pressures on staffing, however he would obviously deal with any reports he did received.  The Council had a number of questions on lamping, dog microchipping and potential traffic offences, which PC Elson was able to answer. 

There were no further questions so the Chair thanked PC Elson for his time. 

5. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING

There were no questions from the member of the public present. 
6. CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Councillor Ray Thomas had no matters to report but was able to confirm that there were no current planning applications in for extra housing. 
7. UPDATE ON WESTERN POWER SUBSTATION AND AGREEMENT OF NEXT STEPS
After a short discussion led by Cllrs Lewis and Cook and a review of the previously circulated draft letter from Cllr Lewis it was agreed that this letter be sent to Western Power. 

AP Clerk to send draft letter to Western Power

It was also agreed to write an additional letter to the VoG Highways department, stating that they are involved as Western Power have always insisted that they have sited the substation with approval from VoG Highways.  The letter should ask for a copy of the risk assessment that took place and any correspondence on the matter under the freedom of information act.  

AP Clerk to send letter and copy in the Chief Exec and Miles Punter

CC Thomas confirmed he would also speak to Miles Punter about this issue. 

Cllr Lewis had also drafted a press release that he would like to get parental support on, Cllr Cook agreed to take this to Ceri Haffrock. 
8. PLANNING 

The previously circulated planning applications were reviewed and there were no comments. 
9. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 8th March 2016, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis and seconded by Councillor Roach that the minutes be accepted. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
10. MATTERS ARISING 
· Work on Pumping Station (6.5)

The Chair confirmed that the work on this seemed to have started back.

· Planning application for show house conservatory

The Clerk confirmed that no decisions had yet been made on this planning

· Issues with Water pressure (10.1)
AP Chair to ask residents at the top of the village about their current water pressure
· Casual Vacancy (11.1)

The Clerk confirmed that she had heard from VoG Electoral Services and no election had been called for, hence the Council can now go ahead with a co-option.  The Council agreed to advertise the co-option and ask potential candidates to contact the Clerk within two weeks.  The Chair explained he knew one interested person and would get him to contact the Clerk.  The Council confirmed that any candidates would be considered in the May meeting. 

AP Clerk to advertise vacancy 
· Withdrawal of health services from the Western Vale (12.1)

Cllr Lewis confirmed he had had no response on this matter but that Alun Cairns MP had agreed to get involved. 

11. CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk ran through the contents of her report which had not been already discussed. 

CASH Grant – There was a short discussion on possible projects.  It was agreed that stone walling and the bridge refurbishment might be a good project for this grant. 

AP Cllr Lewis to draft specification for work. 

Alun Cairns MP Surgery - The Clerk reminded the Council of this surgery and a number of Councillors were attending.  The Chair also agreed to circulate his comments regarding the providing of information from organisations such as Welsh Water. 

Correspondence – The Clerk had received the following correspondence:-

07/04/16
Email from Cllr Maclehose re queries of Heritage Lottery Funding

07/04/16
Email discussion re agenda for Alun Cairns Surgery 

07/04/16
Email from VoG re Standards Committee - Term of Office of Community Committee Member

05/04/16
Email from VoG electoral services re Audit & Financial Governance 

30/03/16
Email from VoG re application to vote/speak

30/03/16
Email from VoG re CASH Grants

29/03/16
Email from secretary of VoG Best Kept Village Committee

23/03/16
Cllrs Report from Cllr Lewis re Report of Site Meeting at Car park by the Church 17th March 2016

23/03/16
Email from Alun Cairns with response to breach of planning re showroom

22/03/16
Email from OVW re Finance Committee report: Consideration of the consultation on the Draft Public Services Ombudsman

22/03/16
Email from OVW re Planning Policy Wales Chapter 6

22/03/16
Email from OVW re Community Asset Transfer Guide

16/03/16
Email from K Medhurst re Public Rights of Way procedures

15/03/16
Email from OVW re Asset tfr Pontypridd Muni Hall

15/03/16
Email from VoG re improvement objectives

13/03/16
Email from Cllr Lewis re FOI response re Speeding 

13/03/16
Email discussion between Cllr Lewis and Jane Hutt AM re Western Power Sub Station

10/03/16
Email from OVW re Natural Resources Bulletin

07/03/16
Email re developments of national significance

07/03/16
Email from OVW re Local Government Ethical framework

07/03/16
Email from Welsh Gov re statutory guidance for the well-being of future generations (wales) act 2015

FINANCE

Funds as of 08/04/16 £4,493 (cashbook)

There have been no recent receipts. 

08/04/2016
Clerks Quarter 4 Salary 
100438
515.8

08/04/2016
Clerks NI-HMRC 

100439
66.4

The yearend is £ 4,494 (please see circulated budget/actual analysis).  This is a suitable level of funds to maintain and when included in an adjusted budget will result in a level of approx. £4k at y/e 2016/17. All expenditure payments were approved and cheques signed by two signatories. 
12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Cllr Maclehose– Review and decision on Lottery Heritage Funding
Cllr Maclehose ran through the response she had received from the Lottery Heritage organisation and explained that they were now suggesting work and training that would not really be practical or appropriate for this project.  After a short discussion it was agreed that Cllr Maclehose should emphasise the importance of this project to Colwinston but its limitations in regards to wider interest. 

Cllr Lewis - Report of Site Meeting at Car park by the Church 17th March 2016 (previously circulated)
Cllr Lewis had previously circulated the legal documents confirming the VoG ownership of the land and explained that the VoG had agreed to repair the fence and paint the wall.  CC Thomas agreed to also follow up on this matter. 

Cllr Cook also explained he would not be able to attend the next OVW meeting and ran through the agenda.  The Council agreed that there was no need for another Councillor to attend. 
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

· The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday May 10th 2016 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn.  Prior to the ordinary meeting the AGM will be held.  The Clerk agreed to contact the Redrow representatives and confirm they should attend at 8.00pm.
· Cllr Maclehose wished to send her apologies for the May meeting. 
· The Chair thanked everyone and the meeting was closed at 9.00pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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